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DIVORCE AND ITS EFFECTS ON AFRICAN AMERICAN CHILDREN
Divorce is a social issue that has experienced rapid growth in its rate in virtually all communities living in different parts of the world. The American society, being part of this global community, has as well experienced a sharp rise in the rate of divorce within its different communities. Recent research indicates that, of all the American communities, the African American community has reported the highest rates of divorce both in the past and in the present (Shaw, et al., 1999). There are many different reasons that can be used to explain why people divorce after willingly entering into marriage contracts. People taking different sociological perspectives may view divorce and its effects in totally different ways. In this paper, the sociological perspective of conflict is extensively employed to demonstrate the causes of divorce and the effects thereof. The high rate of divorce in the African American community has resulted into very serious and negative effects on the African American Children.
According to Clarke-Stewart, et al. (2000), more than half of all African American children are born in divorced families. This follows from the fact that nearly fifty percent of all first marriages culminate in divorce. Borrowing from Karl Marx’s theory of conflict, divorce can be seen as the competition for power and resources between married couples, the competition of which culminate into lack of a consensus between the conflicting couples (Emery, 1982). Despite the fact that the American society is positively responding to family planning as a means to control the rate of birth and hence population growth, the rate of divorce experienced with families having children has continued to rise steadily. This has resulted into an increase in the number of single-parented families, implying that majority of the American children are now living out of their parent’s wedlock. Though the parents separating or divorcing may not feel the pinch of spending their lives out of wedlock, this kind of single-parenthood has a myriad of negative effects on their children, the effects of which are worse among the African American children than any other American community.
First and foremost, it follows from psychological disciplines that children learn their ways of life by emulating their elders. Following from the fact that children spent the largest portion of their childhood lives with their parents, the children who are raised in divorced and single-parented households have the highest chances of getting divorced themselves in their adulthood. This argument is clearly explained further by Amato (2000) who contends that children who are raised in divorced or separated families are twice as likely to get divorced themselves in their adulthood marriages as those children raised in families that do not experience divorce. This implies that the high rate of divorce in the African American families experienced today is most likely not to reduce in the near future since the number of African American children being raised in single-parented households is also increasing. These children face have high chances of divorcing themselves when they get married in future, meaning that divorce rate among the African American community is most likely going to continue increasing without any possibility of ending in the foreseeable future. The effect of this kind of scenario is that more and more African American children, both the already born and the unborn, are going to continue facing the plight of living in broken families indefinitely (Amato, 2010).
The second effect of divorce on the African American child, and which contributes to the high level of unending poverty within the African American community, is that divorce results into poor academic performance of children in schools. According to Barbarin (1993), the stability of families is one of the most influential factor determining how children perform in schools. This implies that for children and adolescents to achieve superior academic performance in schools, their household life needs to be as peaceful and stable as possible. Families experiencing social turmoil and difficult relationships between parents are known to raise children with lack of direction and low self-esteem. These characters are directly translated into such children’s academic performance when they are put into a learning environment. A research conducted by Amato (2010) to establish the divorce trends and new developments in the American society revealed that divorces have a significant negative effect on the African American children’s academic records, grades and school retention rate. The study as well established that the African American children have the highest rates of school drop out cases in the American education record. Divorce is definitely one of the major reasons that are responsible for this high rate of African American school dropout. This is because when families break apart, parents who initially had shared responsibility over their children attain divided responsibility of the same children. This undermines the ability of such parents to fully meet the needs of such children when they start living as single households. In such cases, education for such children becomes the first culprit to suffer as parents adjust their personal budgets to meet their single household family needs (Shaw, et al., 1999). This results into many African American children in broken families to drop out of school never to continue with their studies. The effect of this high rate of school dropouts and the poor academic performance experienced with the African American children from divorced families contributes to the high levels of illiteracy and thus poverty in the African American community. Many of such children end up living homelessly on the streets and within very poor living conditions.
Another effect of the high rate of divorce on the African American child is more behavioristic than economic in nature. The African American children and adolescents raised in divorced families display more foul behavior and offensive language as compared to their peers raised from families that do not experience divorce (Clarke-Stewart, et al., 2000). As mentioned earlier, Karl Marx’s theory of conflict perceives divorce as a product of the disagreement over which married couples fail to reach a mutual agreement (Emery, 1982). In most cases, divorces result form families experiencing difficult relationships, the difficulty of which is accompanied by frequent exchange of abusive insults between couples. By the time such marriages collapse, the children who are born in families experiencing such difficult relationships will have learnt offensive language and lost their respect to the human dignity that families are supposed to teach their children. In addition, the African American children who are raised up in divorced families are forced to put up with personal hardships like inadequate food, inadequate parental care and warmth. These kinds of personal hardships that such children have to go through as a result of their parents’ divorce something have a hardening impact on their mood even in their childhood stages. Such children are as well highly vulnerable to depression and loneliness, something that increases their likelihood to get involved into theft cases, drug and substance abuse, fighting, and other forms of disrespect to the rule of law (Barbarin, 1993). These are all very serious negative behavioristic characters that divorce has played a significant role in inflicting into the African American children. Worst of all is that children who persist in exhibiting such foul behavior end up being caught and taken behind bars for the rest of their lives. This is partly the reason why the African Americans comprises the highest percentage of people incarcerated in the America (Clarke-Stewart, et al., 2000).
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, the high rate of divorce experienced within the African American community has severe negative effects on the lives of the African American children more than any other American community. Viewing it from the Karl Marx’s social conflict perspective, divorce is the ultimate outcome of the disagreement between couples over power and resources. Though the couples may not be greatly affected by their divorce decisions, children who end up in broken families face the risk of divorcing themselves in their adulthood, become poor academic performers, and exhibit foul behavior and offensive language. All these effects of divorce increase the African American children’s vulnerability to unending poverty due to high levels of illiteracy and high chances of incarceration. 
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